
TO: James L. App, City Manager 

FROM: Lisa Solomon, Chief of Police 

SUBJECT: Speed Zone Survey  

DATE: January 6, 2009 

NEEDS: For the City Council to consider adopting the 2008 Speed Zone Survey. 

FACTS: 1. The City is required to complete a speed zone survey every five years in order to 
comply with the State Vehicle Code for enforcement by radar. 

 2. Specific criteria must be met in establishing speed limits. Without conformance to 
the criteria, radar cannot be used enforce speed limits. 

 3. Generally, speed limit postings are set at the nearest 5 MPH increment of the 85th 
percentile speed of free flowing traffic (as measured in the field). 

 4. The posted speed may be reduced by 5 MPH from the nearest 5 MPH increment of 
the 85th percentile speed where an engineering study indicates the need for a 
speed reduction due to existing conditions affecting the safety of the community. 
The conditions may include existing land use along the street segment, road 
curvature, number of driveways accessing the road, availability of sidewalks, sight 
distance, vertical curves, etc. 

 5. In August 2008, the City retained TPG Consulting, a traffic engineering firm, to 
update the City’s radar speed survey and analyze posted speed zones. 

ANALYSIS &
CONCLUSION:  The attached Exhibit A is a summary of the street segments measured and the 

recommended speed limits. Street segments where a new speed limit is 
recommended have been highlighted.  

POLICY

REFERENCE: Title 12, Chapter 12.54, Section 12.54.010 of the Municipal Code; Section 22354 of 
the California Vehicle Code; Caltrans Traffic Manual. 

FISCAL IMPACT: None 

OPTIONS: a. Adopt Resolution No. 09-xx approving speed limits recommended in the “2008 
Speed Zone Survey Update” prepared by TPG Consulting (attached Exhibit A).

   
b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 

Attachments: Resolution 
 Exhibit A
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RESOLUTION NO. 09- 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
ACCEPTING THE COMPLETED SPEED ZONE SURVEY AND AUTHORIZING THE UPDATE 

AND ENFORCEMENT OF POSTED SPEEDS ACCORDINGLY  

WHEREAS, the City is required to update its speed zone studies every five years; and 

WHEREAS, the City retained TPG Consulting to complete an update of the City’s radar speed 
surveys and an analysis of all posted speed zones within the City limits; and 

WHEREAS, the Police Department and Public Works Department have reviewed the speed 
studies and concur with the recommendations in the report prepared by TPG Consulting, “2008 
Speed Zone Survey Update” dated November 2008 and attached here as Exhibit A; and 

WHEREAS, Municipal Code Section 12.54.010 and 12.54.020 allow for speed limits to be set by 
resolution of the City Council. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council does hereby adopt this resolution 
amending speed limits within the City limits of Paso Robles as listed on the attached Exhibit A, 
and superseding the limits as set forth in Chapter 12.54 of the Municipal Code and all previous 
resolutions adopting speed limits. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 6th day of January 
2009 by the following vote: 

AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   

   
  Duane Picanco, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

____________________________________ 
Cathy David, Deputy City Clerk 
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